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Dear friends & supporters, 
                                           On June 12-13 John and I, Martin, took a group of  
volunteers on outreach to a village in a neighbouring state. John had visited the village before 
and saw that, while there was only one Christian family there, the local Muslims were open to us 
visiting, even though they knew we would be bringing the gospel! We  
decided to go and “plant some seeds”, even if possibly no one would come to Christ. 
 

 However, while we had  originally planned the  outreach for late May, things kept coming up and 
we  felt compelled to postpone  
 the outreach twice1.. Then 
 the rains increased and John 
 thought we may have to wait 
 for the dry season to begin 
 (in October) for us to be able 
 to get there! But we decided 
 to brave the weather and go!  
 

 We took two of our  
 Ethiopian missionaries with  
 us, as the village is dominated 
 by the tribe they plan to  
minister to. They certainly had 
an adventure, as one of the vehi-
cles we were taking broke down 
and we ended up cramming 19 
people into a 15 seater bus!  
 

Anyway, by God’s grace, we got 
through potholes, mud and darkness, finally arriving in the village at about 8 pm! We showed two 
films – one story about a person from the dominant tribe who had come to Christ and then a 
Hausa version of Pilgrim’s Progress. 
 

The next day we played some Christian music over a loudspeaker and local people,  
mostly women and children, came to dance along with our Nigerian volunteers and our Ethiopian 
friends too! We also held a  
medical outreach which many people came to. 
The gospel was shared (see right) and 89 peo-
ple made decisions for Jesus!  
 

Even while we were in the village we 
discussed how we might encourage these new 
believers and the one pre-existing Christian 
family as there is no church there. To our 
amazement, our bus driver expressed an in-
terest in coming to the  
village and living there as a missionary!     
 

But God had other plans – and the missionary 
arm of the ECWA2. church in that state has, 
with John’s very strong encouragement, al-
ready moved a trained missionary there!3. 

 

1. We’ve never had to do that before! 
2. Evangelical Church Winning All, the church SIM main-
ly partners with in Nigeria. 
3. We heard this news exactly one month after the outreach! 
 

NB:  Nigerian Coat of Arms is “By Lumia1234 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=33644630” 
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So, we praise God for this news and that we persevered in going on outreach to this  
village when we could have been so easily discouraged from doing so. We encourage you to pray 
for the missionary in his new location, for the new converts and for the  
established Christian family there! 
 

Our baby is now 34 weeks along and continues to do well. We praise God that Lid has been able 
to hand over her prayer ministry work to others, and has had more opportunities to rest. We 
also praise God that we were able to buy an air conditioner - while the weather is not as hot as 
it was in June, the AC really helps Lid in the high humidity! 
 

We have decided to have our baby in Abuja as there is a very good hospital there, and also be-
cause we don’t want to be out of Nigeria for a long period of time. We plan to  
arrive in Abuja on July 30th when baby is at 36 weeks and see the doctor for the first time on 
the same day. Baby is “due” on August 27th, and we hope to return to Kano in early October, 
which should give us time for Lid’s recovery (as necessary!), a little  
family adjustment and getting bub’s US passport1.!     
 

Please pray that Elias and Simeon will enjoy their end of year break in Abuja and that they (and 
we!) will be OK with doing some Home Schooling in July, August & September! 
 

Praise Points 
  

 that Martin has been on the mission field with SIM for 15 years! And for how God has 
grown him and made him bolder in his witness. 

 that Martin has received his 2nd COVID-19 vaccination. 
 that we did follow up in one village where we had previously done an outreach and that 

there was great enthusiasm for the teaching. 
 that we found the money to have the 2 doors on Khadija’s2. house installed; please pray 

that she will now be able to focus on being built up spiritually. 
 that Elias & Simeon had a great time with other missionary kids in June.    
 that the Ethiopian student who was struggling with her studies now seems to  

understand her work and to be moving through it quite quickly!  
 

Prayer Points 
 

 for Lid and bub in the last 6 weeks’ of pregnancy and a good & safe delivery.    
 that we will get a radiologist’s report from Lid’s MRI so that the evaluation of her acous-

tic neuroma can be finalized!   
 for John as he completes his Bachelor of Theology in the coming months.   
 for John as he is in charge of City Ministries Kano in August-September.  
 that we will be able to get a larger vehicle after we return from Abuja. 
  

Thank you for praying for and with us. 
Blessings from the Barleys in Nigeria. 

 
1. We will get bub’s Aussie passport later; it’s a longer process! 
2. Name changed to protect the vulnerable. 
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Broken down, but relaxed! 
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